SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026
8 & 10:15 AM
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Enabled by the Holy Spirit, we boldly proclaim the Good News of Christ,
sharing God’s love with all through worship, education, and service.

132 E. Main Street, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
frinitymburgoffice@gmail.com
“Like” us and Share on Facebook
www.facebook.com/TLCMech
www.trinity-on-main.org



mailto:trinitymburgoffice@pa.net

Welcome to our worship today: If you are visiting with us, or if you are seeking a
faith community and desire to be a part of our ministries, we encourage you to
follow the contact information at the bottom of this page and give us your
address, telephone number and/or e-mail address so that we may contact you.

Offering:
Offering may be placed in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary or in
the basket near the elevator. The offering will be carried to the front at
10:15 worship and presented during the offertory.

Online Giving:

https://www.paypal.com/donate/ehosted button id=WCLH7KBXYDALL
Prayer List:
The clipboard to add people to the prayer list is on the table at the back of the
sanctuary. Please be sure to include your name, their name, your relationship,
and the prayer request.

INTRODUCTION
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of
the man born blind healed by Christ. “l was blind, now | see,” declares the man. In
baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God's beloved children.
As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and
calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

Rev. Barbara Barry, 717-766-2662

pastorbbarry@gmail.com
Melissa Jacoby, Minister of Music, 717-766-2662

trinitymburgmusic@gmail.com
Debbie Schue, Parish Administrator, 717-766-2662

trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com
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+GATHERING+
(Singing at 10:15 only)

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP

PRELUDE

The church bell is rung three times to proclaim that we gather to worship in the name of
the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Let us confess those things in our lives that keep us from realizing
and experiencing God's love and presence in the world.

C: Loving and gracious God, have mercy on your church. We forget
your call to love others as Jesus loved us. We muddle along in our
self-serving schemes rather than waiting on your word. We follow
the path of least resistance without seeking your higher way. We
turn from the vision of heaven to the freacherous hell of competing
egos. O God, we turn to you to lead us to a new day. According to
your steadfast love, forgive us, we pray.

P: The good news is that God'’s love and forgiveness is a free gift. As
we repent, change direction toward God, the AImighty becomes
for us a guiding presence. God claims us, saying: You are my child.
Dare to walk in the footsteps of Jesus.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
“O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” ELW 722

THE GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you alll.
C: And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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For this ho-ly house, and for all who of - fer here their wor-ship and praise,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A: Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come
among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the
darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
Please be seated.



+WORD+

FIRST READING: 1 SAMUEL 16:1-13

1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? |
have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil
and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have
provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can
| go? If Saul hears of it, he will kil me.” And the Lord said, “Take a
heifer with you and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’
3lnvite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do,
and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to you."” 4 Samuel
did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders
of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come
peaceablye” SHe said, “Peaceably. | have come to sacrifice to

the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.”
And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice. ¢ When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,
“Surely his anointed is now before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to
Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because | have rejected him, for the Lord does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the

Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this
one.” ?Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen
any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?2” And
he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will
not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome.

The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.”



13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went
to Ramah.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 23

'The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
The Lorb makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, |
shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, and | will dwell in the house of the Lorb forever.

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 5:8-14

—

80Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk
as children of light, 7 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is
good and right and true. '°Try to find out what is pleasing to the
Lord. '' Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather,
expose them. '2For it is shameful even to mention what such people
do secretly, ' but everything exposed by the light becomes

visible, 4 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.



LENTEN VERSE
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Jesus says, whoever follows
I am the light | of the world;* me will have the | light of life.

GOSPEL: JOHN 9:1-41

I'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind2"”  Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one
can work. °As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.”
¢When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, /saying to him, “Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and
came back able to see. ¢The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” ?Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 19But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?e” ' He answered, “The man called
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam
and wash.’ Then | went and washed and received my sight.” 2They said
to him, “Where is he?” He said, "I do not know.” 2They brought to the
Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '“Now it was a Sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '>Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” ¢ Some of
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
Sabbath.” Others said, *"How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signse” And they were divided. 7 So they said again to the blind man,
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He
is a prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had
received his sight 1 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was

o “



born blind?2 How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We
know that this is our son and that he was born blind, ?! but we do not know
how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him;
he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they
were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24So for
the second fime they called the man who had been blind, and they said
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 2>He
answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know,
that though | was blind, now | see.” 2¢They said to him, “What did he do to
you?2 How did he open your eyese” 27 He answered them, “| have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it againg Do
you also want to become his disciplese” 26 Then they reviled him, saying,
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 22 We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do
not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 3! We know that
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him
and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us¢” And they drove him

out. 35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him
he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?2” 3¢ He answered, “And who is
he, sire Tell me, so that | may believe in him."” 37 Jesus said to him, “You
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 3 He said, “Lord, |
believe.” And he worshiped him. 37 Jesus said, “I came into this world for
judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see
may become blind.” °Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard
this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?e” 41 Jesus said to
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say,
‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

Please be seated.

SERMON
Pause for Reflection



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Dearest Jesus, At Your Word” ELW 520

APOSTLES' CREED

A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: Reconciled by God’'s mercy and sustained by God's presence, let
us pray for the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

Each prayer petition will end with the words “Merciful God” and follow with the
sung response, “We implore you to hear us, good Lord.”
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7 We im- plore you to hear wus, good Lord.

A: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation. Amen.



THE PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
A: Please share a sign of God's peace with one another.

8:00 Please remain standing. 10:15 Please be seated.

+MEAL+
MUSICAL OFFERING (10:15 only)

Please stand and sing as the offering is brought to the front.

OFFERTORY (10:15 only)
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THE OFFERING PRAYER
A
C:

Let us pray.

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces
all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and
bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw
us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to
his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise ..

. We praise your name

and join their unending hymn
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Heaven and earth are full of your glory, O God, brimming with your
extravagant love. In the beginning you created, not because you
needed to but because it delighted you:

You made the textures of feathers and fur, the fragrance of pine and
saltwater, glinting minerals and sparkling stars, humankind in gorgeous
diversity.

You became like us in Jesus Christ, whose life magnified the abundance
of your grace and the lavishness of your love.

He saw the richness of a widow’s pennies and the surpassing fineness of a
lily’s petals and the towering greatness of a mustard seed and fed
thousands with five loaves and two fish.

On the night of his arrest, Jesus gathered his friends for a simple meal and
set a feast of love. He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so we remember: the command to love as he has loved.

We remember: the life of God poured out for us like wine.

We remember: the resurrection that shattered the power of death.
We remember: Christ's ascension into heaven

and promise to come again.

Extravagant God, pour out your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup.
Let the fragrance of your love fill this house. Come, Holy Spirit.

Let it fill our noses with the sweetness of grapes and the earthiness of
wheat. Come, Holy Spirit.

Let it lift our hearts as lavish compassion for the little, the lost, and the least.
Come, Holy Spirit.



Let this bread and cup so magnify your prodigal love, mirroring the
heavenly feast that has no end. Bring us at last to the infinite table where
you have gathered all your holy ones in the new creation where every
tear is wiped away, and every need has been met in you. All honor and
glory is yours, O God, who is both Giver and Gift, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy church, now and forever, Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the table
C: Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
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COMMUNION

All baptized believers are welcome at the Lord's table. We frust in faith that the real
presence of Christ is present in the bread and the wine. You will be invited
fo come to the front to receive bread from the pastor. You may dip the bread into the
chalice of red wine, or receive an individual cup of red wine or white grape juice. Gluten
free wafers are available. Please ask at the time of communion. Those who are not
communing today may come forward and request a blessing from the pastor.

Remain standing (8 am) Please be seated (10:15 am)
COMMUNION MUSIC “Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal” ELW 464

Please stand as you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you always in his grace. Amen.

A: Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal
that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for
the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’'s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for
all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+SENDING+

BLESSING

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into
existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose
breath sustains creation, + bless you now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793
DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

More than Words: Liturgies © 2024 Barn Geese Worship. Used by permission. Reprinted from sundaysandseasons.com under
license #SAS103543. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Onelicense #A-721716. Scripture quotations
(except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



WORSHIP MARCH 15 MARCH 22
HELPERS
ACOLYTES: Aubrey Hartman, Kolton Kramer, Abigail Light, Koen Thomas,
Hailey VonLumm, Jonah Wagenheim
GREETERS Kevin & Jill Kramer Amy Boya & Koen Thomas
ASSISTING 8:00 Amy Boya
MINISTER stacey Zeller 10:15 Koen Thomas
LECTORS 8:00 Amy Boya 8:00 Koen Thomas
10:15 Aubrey Hartman 10:15 Alice Metka
USHERS Mike Hartman Dennis Burkhard
Gene Champagne Daniel Burkhard
ALTAR GUILD Deb George Sharon Stevens
Denise Burkhard
Prayers:

For all of our homebound.

For the work of the Call Committee.
Members: Cathy Lamason; Phil Warner; Denise Burkhard; Alan and Bonnie
Williomson; John Wallace; Carol Pensyl; Linda Humes; Miriam Wise

Friends: Vickie Widmann; Deandre and Destin; Eliette Costella; Olan
Turner; Cally Cole; Gunnar Etchison; Robin Gladen; Stephen; Charles
Crum; Jean Kuhn

Family & Friends of: Gerrie Miller

Names will remain on the prayer list for three weeks; if they should remain on the prayer

list for longer, please contact the office via phone or email.

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY CHURCH: MARCH 15, 2026

Sun, 3/15

Tues, 3/17
Wed, 3/18

8 & 10:15 am, Worship with Holy Communion

8:45 am, Snax n Study
9 am, Confirmation Class

6:30 pm, Women at the Well Book Study

12 pm, Midweek Lent Worship
5:45 pm, Lenten Soup Supper
6:05 pm, Bells, 6:30 pm, Choir

7pm, Midweek Lent Worship




